
Ens uring  Child re n  Se e  The ms e lve s  in  Books :
Cre a ting  a  cu ltu ra lly a nd  ra c ia lly re p re s e nta tive  re s ource

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today we will be speaking about the creation of our  culturally and racially representative resource, These Books are for You: An Africentric Booklist for Babies, Toddlers, & Preschoolers, as well as targeted outreach using this resource. we will talk about how we were inspired to create our resource, how a small staff without ANS representation was able to create a culturally and racially representative resource, 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Impact of George Floyd/BLM movement in North America



Source: Halifax.ca, content provided by The Black Cultural Centre for Nova Scotia:



Source:

Books  a re  som e t im e s  wind ows, o ffe ring vie ws  o f world s  t ha t  
m ay b e  re a l o r im agine d , fam ilia r o r s t range . The se  wind ows 
a re  a lso  s lid ing glass  d oors , and  re ad e rs  have  on ly t o  walk 
t h rough  in  im agina t ion  t o  b e com e  p art  o f what e ve r world  
has  b e e n  c re a t e d  and  re cre a t e d  b y t he  au t hor. Whe n  
ligh t ing cond it ions  a re  jus t  righ t , howe ve r, a  wind ow can  
a lso  b e  a  m irro r. Lit e ra t ure  t ransfo rm s hum an  e xp e rie nce  
and  re fle c t s  it  b ack t o  us , and  in  t ha t  re fle c t ion  we  can  se e  
our own  live s  and  e xp e rie nce s  as  p art  o f t he  la rge r hum an  
e xp e rie nce . Re ad ing, t he n , b e com e s  a  m e ans  o f se lf-
a ffirm at ion , and  re ad e rs  o ft e n  se e k t he ir m irro rs  in  b ooks . 

Bishop  R. S. (19 9 0 ). Mirro rs , wind ows, and  s lid ing glass  d oors . Pe rsp e c t ive s , 6 (3), ix–xi.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
•	Discuss how diverse books can promote empathy and understanding among children of all backgrounds.•	Books play a role in expanding a child's worldview.•	Exposure to diverse perspectives can broaden a child's understanding of the world.•	Diversity: Representation ensures that children's books feature characters from different racial, ethnic, religious, gender, and socio-economic backgrounds. This diversity helps children develop a broader perspective of the world.•	Inclusivity: Inclusivity means not only representing different backgrounds but also portraying characters in authentic and respectful ways, avoiding stereotypes, and offering positive portrayals of underrepresented groups.•	Cultural Awareness: Children's books can introduce young readers to different cultures, traditions, and perspectives, helping them become more culturally aware and open-minded.•	Empowerment: Representation can empower children by showing them characters who overcome challenges, pursue their dreams, or make a positive impact, regardless of their background.•	Mirror and Window: Books act as mirrors, reflecting a child's own experiences and identity, and as windows, offering a glimpse into the experiences of others. Both aspects are essential for a child's growth and empathy.•	Social and Emotional Development: Well-crafted representations can help children relate to and empathize with characters, fostering emotional intelligence and social skills.•	Counter Stereotypes: It's important for children's books to challenge stereotypes and biases, providing alternative narratives to what they might encounter elsewhere.•	Authenticity: Authentic representation involves consulting with experts or individuals from the communities being portrayed to ensure accuracy and sensitivity in storytelling.Overall, representation in children's books plays a crucial role in shaping young minds, promoting tolerance, and building a more inclusive society by fostering empathy and understanding from an early age.



The Importance of Representation 

Bishop  R. S. (19 9 0 ). Mirro rs , wind ows, and  s lid ing glass  d oors . Pe rsp e c t ive s , 6 (3), ix–xi.

Whe n  ch ild re n  canno t  find  t he m se lve s  
re fle c t e d  in  t he  b ooks  t he y re ad , o r 
whe n  t he  im age s  t he y se e  a re  
d is t o rt e d , ne ga t ive , o r laughab le , t he y 
le a rn  a  p owe rfu l le sson  ab out  how t he y 
a re  d e va lue d  in  t he  soc ie t y o f wh ich  
t he y a re  a  p art .



Source: https ://www.childrenscommunityschool.org

https://www.childrenscommunityschool.org


Source: https://rhapsodyinbooks.wordpress.com/2009/08/12/thoughts -on -d ive rs it y-re ad ing-cha lle nge s /d ive rs it y-in -ch ild re ns-b ooks-20 12/







Steps  in  Crea ting  our Res ource  

• Decide on the audience of the resource, as well as the format and mode of distribution

• Research and collect a long -list of titles for the committee to review

• Approach publishers for samples, PDF interiors or online read alouds for review

• Develop a decision making process for selecting the books

• Invite members of the community to participate in the book selection

• Gather and convene book selection committee

• Create online resource sharing the selected books

• Promote the resource in the community 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read to Me Program seeks Committee Members from the African Nova Scotian Early Childhood & Early Literacy communities to select books for new Africentric resourceParticipation involves: • selecting Africentric books from a larger book list (A selection form with book titles and web links will be shared via email with participants)• reviewing suggested titles via web links to online read-alouds or book interiors• please note, there are no in-person meeting required for participation on this committeeBook Selection Committee members must:• have experience reading board books and picture books to babies and young children under the age of 4• Must be able to commit approximately 4 hours to review and select books online (committee members will have 2 weeks to complete their book selection form)• Must have knowledge about early literacy and language development• Must have a passion for reading to young children
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Books  tha t 
Black Communities  
Around the  World



The  Online  Res ource



Targe ted  Outreach

Fun d in g 
fro m :

Pro je c t  se le c t e d  b y: 

Ou t re ach  p ro je c t  d e ve lo p e d  in  p a rt n e rsh ip  b y:  



The Resource 
Centre  committee  
se lected these  
books  from our lis t 
to give  to the ir 
prena ta l program 
participants  

Booklis t in 
pos te r format

Dropping off 
project resources  to 
the  centre  

Repres en ta tion  Matte rs ! Pro jec t Res ources



Author Moashella Shortte and her daughter Siena presented to the prenatal group

Repres en ta tion  Matte rs ! Author Vis it



Preston Township Library 

Repres en ta tion  Matte rs ! a t the  Libra ry

A co lle c t ion  o f b ooks  from  t he  b ook lis t  was  
d ona t e d  t o  t he  Pre s t on  Townsh ip  Lib ra ry



• Do a diversity audit of the books you promote to families

• Always be on the look out for new books that feature diversity and representation

• Ensure books are selected by the community, for the community

• Make it easy to for community members to participate in book selection

• Ensure suggested titles are easily available to families in bookstores and libraries

• Share the resource in the community 

• Look for more communities that need representation

Tips  for Crea ting  a  Repres en ta tive  Res ource



Celebra ting  a ll families   



2SLGBTQIA+
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2SLGBTQI+
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Repres en ta tion  Matte rs  Res ources

www.readtome.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please feel free to contact us for more information about this project or resources shared in this presentation. You can find our booklist and brochures on our website, www.readtome.ca under the Reading Resources tab.
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